
RIDDLE ME THIS…
HOW DO YOU PUT THE 

FUN BACK INTO 
FUNDRAISING?

S UP ER MAR K ET  S C AV ENG ER  
HUNT S :  

A HOW  TO  G UIDE
2016 AJFCA Annual Conference 



FUNdraising



ABOUT THE 
JCS KOSHER FOOD BANK…

 The JCS Kosher Food Bank serves an average of  350 
families per month

 Stepping stone to access other JCS services such as: job 
placement, case management and counseling services



The BIG picture:

It’s not just about the FOOD!



Where do we get our food?
 purchased from various wholesale vendors 

 donated in kind from various local grocery stores and 
bakeries

 donated in kind by individuals and groups



An idea is born…



A learning curve…
 PROS-

 Big success
 Brought in checks 

from people who 
could not attend

 CONS-
 Costco let us in 1 

hour before opening
 Forklifts 

everywhere as staff  
was stocking 
shelves 

 No control at 
registers



Getting Started…

 Meet with store 
manager
Go over details 

& expectations
Confirm dates

 Prepare & 
distribute flyer
 Include RSVP 

info/registration 
link



Prepare Clues:
 Prepare lists at 

different price points

Prepare $18, $36, & 
$72 “packages”

This enables 
participants to 
choose a price point

Prepare answer key to 
have on hand 



Example of  Clues:



Prepare Rules:
 Start/end time

 Team min/max numbers

 Clues clarification

 BOGO/Kosher reminders

 Spend at own discretion-
keep track of  spending

 Clear instructions:

 register

 check out

 finish line 



Example of  Rules:



Everyone wants in on the FUN!

 PJ Library

 Local Girl Scout Troops

 Young Leadership Boards

 GMJF Programs & Events

 Youth Groups

 JWRP

 Diller Teens from Israel

 WIZO

 Schools/Synagogues

 After-School religious programs 



Kids for KFB
Scavenger Hunt

http://jcsfl.org/jcs-videos/kids-for-kosher-food-bank-video/

http://jcsfl.org/jcs-videos/kids-for-kosher-food-bank-video/


STAFFING:
 Appoint volunteers/co 

chairs of  scavenger hunt 
committee

 On “game day”- you need 
5-6 additional 
staff/volunteers 

Sign in/register table

Point people in the 
right direction

Answer questions

Finish line” staff  to 
calculate finish time, 
check answer keys, 
declare winners etc.…



TIME:
Planning time
Game Day 

Time
Staff  comes 1 

hour early
Actual event 

takes 1.5-2 
hours total



Why is this so successful?
 FUN!

 Scavenger hunts 
are exciting and 
appeal to both 
adults and 
children

 Family FRIENDLY

 Ideal Sunday 
mitzvah activity

 Unlimited 
inventory

 no need to worry 
about enough 
food!



There’s more ways to PLAY!

 SNAP challenge

Families try to 
purchase food 
on a SNAP 
budget



No Pantry? No Problem!

 Most other divisions of  
your agency can benefit 
from a scavenger hunt.

 Your group can:

 shop for toiletries for 
victims of  domestic 
abuse

 or cleaning supplies for 
homebound seniors



Immediate Outcomes:

Average of  
between $2,500 
and $3,200 
worth of  food 
purchased

Average of  $500 
of  gift cards 
purchased

Other shoppers 
inspired to 
donate



Long-Term Outcomes

“FRIENDraising”/brings in 
new donors

PR for organization- call local 
news reporter to cover event 

Other groups jump on the 
bandwagon



Follow Up:

Dear Mega-Hunters!

And the 4th Annual Purim Scavenger Hunt 
Winners are…

Price List $18 - Team Burger, 10 minutes

Price List $36 - Team Figgy's Food 
Finders, 11 minutes

Price List $72 - Team "Snackers", 9 
minutes (seriously!?)

To check the event photos check HERE

Thank you everyone who attended. It was 
indeed a Day of  Giving Matanot L’Evyonim
and a fun way to kick-off  of  the Purim 
celebrations.

Bonnie Schwartzbaum & Marian 
Mendelsohn, JCS

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.968769326493021.1073741836.182581561778472&type=3


Questions?
 Contact Bonnie at:

 foodbank@jcsfl.org

 or call (305) 947-8093

THANK YOU!!!

mailto:foodbank@jcsfl.org
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